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Encouraging and Not Directing 
The past year, 2015, has been a year of personal growth for me. The devel-

opments are subtle, and certainly still in progress, but important. I wanted to try 
to reflect on them here. I also want to have your prayers, and understanding as 
I investigate what good things God is doing, with us and among us. Change is 
difficult. We will need to support each other. 

It has helped me to work with a ministry coach, Rev. David Sawyer, who 
lives in Louisville. We talk almost every week. He has been persistent in asking 
the classic coaching questions, “What do you want to see happen; and what 
changes to yourself will improve the chances of seeing what you want?”  

I want folks in our church to feel engaged. I want to increase participation.        
I want to let the church’s education, worship, and other ministries to be encour-
aging to people, and spiritually uplifting. I want to build trust. I want to follow the 
Spirit’s leading; and with that I am recognizing that the Spirit is moving our 
church in new ways. Please pray about these things. 

Something else that has been helpful to me is some reading in the area of         
“family systems thinking” as developed by Edwin Freidman and adapted for 
churches and other organizations by Murray Bowen, Peter Steinke, and others. 
An essential piece of this is for the leader(s) in a family (or a church) to be able 
to practice “differentiation,” by which is meant the capacity to maintain personal 
goals and standards while successfully interacting with others. Hence my 
coach’s questions about what I want, and what I am willing to do to see           
needed change. 

The distillation of personal growth into a few words is hard, but may be help-
ful here. I am especially committed to being “an encourager rather than a           
director.” I have for too long tried to fix things or smooth them out—with the   
intent of making things easier for volunteers. I have had the attitude that it is the 
minister’s job “to backstop everything.” And I have too often assumed that       
people (volunteers and staff) have needed my help when, in fact, they don’t. 

I delight in seeing how many people have volunteered for Room in the Inn, 
how the Wednesday night Advent worship services have been participatory, 
how the UKirk College ministry has had excellent internal leadership, how         
diligently and well the Discernment Team has worked, how the professionals  
on our staff have done their jobs—and all without my having to press an           
agenda. The cliché of “letting go and letting God…” is appropriate here.        
The Holy Spirit of God is working on us all. Hang on! 

Change and adaptation is difficult. It isn’t a straight way, nor is it a clear road 
ahead. But I am glad we are working together. Your perspectives are welcome. 

 
        Know You Are Loved, 

 

          Matthew 
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Sunday School this winter will continue with the same  
classes as in the fall until Lent begins. Watch for upcoming  

information on new classes beginning at Lent. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES: 
Floyd Hays Ellis Bible Study - Conference Room -  
       The Floyd Hays Ellis Bible Study - Contact Charles Reid 
Parenting Class – in Room 202  
Christian Thought Class – Room 207– led by Dr. Wayne Hendrix 
UKirk—in Room 201—College Students 

Christian Education 

 Thank you hardly seems adequate for the outpouring of love we have  
 experienced  with our move to Bowling Green!  Glenn and I are glad to be 
 part of The Presbyterian Church community and look forward to deepening 
  our relationships with you.  Please feel free to drop by my office to say hi,  
 ask questions, offer suggestions, or just visit.  I’m in Monday to Thursdays 

generally, and always have my door open.  It helps me to learn about this wonderful church to 
hear directly from you, so be in touch!   
 

We are moving into the season of Lent (it just seems like we celebrated Christmas!), when we 
reflect on the teachings of Jesus and prepare ourselves for the joyous celebration of Easter.  
Indeed our celebration is much more joyous when we observe Lenten disciplines!  I encourage 
you to deepen your spiritual life during this time-there are many good ways to do that.  Come to 
Sunday school and worship.  Worship is the heart of who we are as Presbyterians, coming  
together in community to hear the Word and then move into the world to serve.  
During Lent we have dinner and worship on Wednesday evenings, beginning  
with Ash Wednesday, February 10.  We’ll gather at 6pm for dinner, followed by 
worship with the Imposition of Ashes in the Sanctuary at 6:45pm.  Children and 
youth are especially urged to come!  Families should make this time a priority as 
children and youth who regularly attend worship are far more likely to stay  
connected to the Christian community.   
 

In addition to regular worship participation, there are a number of great devotional resources 
available.  D365 is especially good (www.d365.org).  A collaborative effort between the  

 Cooperative Baptists, Episcopalians and Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), it  
 is aimed at youth and young adults, but is good for all who wish to grow in 
 faith.  And there’s an app for that!   
 

 Another on-line devotional comes from Union Presbyterian Seminary, and 
 you can sign up here:  https://upsemdevotions.wordpress.com/2016/01/20/  
      coming-soon/   Each day a devotion written by a member of the seminary 
 community will be emailed to you.   

 

Instead of ‘giving something up’ try taking on a spiritual practice like daily devotional reading.  
Our faith needs feeding and this is an excellent way to get in the habit!  Other resources are 
available.   
For information on Christian Education offerings, please contact Leslee Kirkconnell, 
leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org.   

http://www.d365.org
https://upsemdevotions.wordpress.com/2016/01/20/coming-soon/
https://upsemdevotions.wordpress.com/2016/01/20/coming-soon/
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
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Missions 

Room in the Inn, Upstairs, Downstairs 

  

 The back door to the church fellowship hall swung open.  In walked two thin men with backpacks 
slung over their shoulders.  Both men had unshaven faces and deep set eyes under black eye-
brows.  "Merry Christmas!" said the taller of the two.  They moved confidently across the room to cots 
set up behind a line of tables. 
 The door swung open again. A ragged line of people entered. An older couple, husband and wife, 
holding hands; a tall, thin, handsome man with a copper beard and a worn, gentle appearance; a thin 
blonde man with deep set eyes; a sturdy, young, cocoa-skinned man named Lawson; young James B 
and his girlfriend Kara with her dark, nervous eyes; thin Veronica; stocky Elvis -- their names taking 
shape on name tags, their cot ownerships lining up, the men behind the line of tables, the women be-
hind screens.  The husband wheeled in his wife's oxygen tank and placed it beside her cot. Twelve 
guests this night, on Christmas Eve. 
 From the kitchen hints of turkey and gravy drifted into the hall where guests poured coffee and sift-
ed through toiletries and books.  Tables were set for dinner, poinsettias in the center, fruit salad at 
each place setting.  A buffet line formed.  "Let's eat while the food is hot.  Lawson, will you please say 
the blessing." 
 From upstairs a brass quintet's harmonies floated down, waves of crescendoing sound with each 
opening of sanctuary doors. Church members dressed in suits and dresses drifted in and out.  The set-
ting could have been any church meal with the familiar pulse of conversation and forks clicking on 
plates, but not quite, because the guests at the tables were strangers to one another, thrown together 
because they were homeless.   
 Throughout the winter months, on every Thursday night, The Presbyterian Church of Bowling 
Green hosts a winter shelter program called Room in the Inn.  In the church fellowship hall volunteers 
set up cots with blankets, sheets, and pillows; cook dinner and breakfast; and serve twelve 
guests.  From 6pm to 6am, as many as fifteen volunteers alternate through five shifts; one of those 
shifts is the innkeeper shift when two church members sleep on cots over night.  It's the least popular 
shift, beginning at 9pm and ending at 5am, "sleep" a convenient but  inaccurate description for the 
shift. 
 Because Christmas Eve fell on Thursday this year, while homeless guests settled in downstairs, 
Presbyterians upstairs carried on with the annual Christmas Eve schedule, two worship services, choir 
practice, children's performances, traditional pageantry and music. 
 Upstairs was Allelujah, Oh Come All Ye Faithful, Oh Little Town of Bethlehem; Downstairs a hot 
meal, coffee, extra blankets, antacids, fitful rest. 
 I was there in both places, upstairs and downstairs.  I set up cots, served food, ate with the 
guests.  I listened to their stories. 
 We've been married 39 years. My wife has spells.  She needs her oxygen.   
 We met at a laundromat.  
 He was an Afghanistan. He enlisted after high school.  He had nowhere else to go. His mother 
abandoned him when he was thirteen.   
 One day she didn't pick me up from school.   
 I kept driving without a license.  Finally, I was arrested and lost my license.  I'm trying to get back 
my license. 
 I've got some work tomorrow. 
 We lived behind a bush until Trevor found us. 
 I've got kids in Tennessee. 
 I've got this cough.  Acid reflux. 
 Upstairs I dressed in my choir robe, sang anthems, savored the music, absorbed the pastor's  
message about the power of hope and love in a disturbing and swirling world of vicious rhetoric,  
murder, war, intolerance, and carelessness.                          (continued next page) 
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and friends  
of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 

 

Cathey Green in the death of her mother Louise Alexander 
Shirley Karrick in the death of her brother Joe Hewitt 

Jan Albert in the death of her aunt Clara McArthur 

As the sanctuary darkened, we lit candles and sang Silent Night.  The lights came up.  We burst into 
Joy to the World. The brass quintet played Jingle Bells.  We embraced friends.   
 Downstairs in the fellowship hall, when the lights dimmed, tired guests prepared for sleep. 
 At eleven o'clock I pulled on a sweatshirt, plumped up my pillows on a cot near the lobby exit and 
lay down to play online Scrabble on my iPad.  The other innkeeper, David, pulled off his shirt and 
shoes, placed a camp mattress on his cot just outside the hall near the lobby exit, and curled up in a 
red fleece blanket and drifted off to sleep, his breathing heavy and slow. 
 The primary lights in the hall and lobby were off, but not the emergency lights and not the Christ-
mas tree lights.  The ice maker in the kitchen burbled.  One of the men sat on the edge of his cot and 
tried to squelch his fierce coughing, a garbage can beside him to catch his phlegm.  Although a doctor 
had visited with him the previous week, the man, resigned to his condition, had resisted treat-
ment.  "Does he have lung cancer? TB?"  I worried.  The boyfriend and girlfriend whispered and paced 
restlessly, in and out from the hall to the lobby and back again, passing where David slept and then 
where I lay, until her need to sleep overcame his reluctance to leave her.  I checked the time. 1:30. A 
man cried out in a dream.  A woman left to use the bathroom.  Snoring and labored breath-
ing.  Hacking.  More outcries.   
 My brain refused to relax. I covered my head with a shirt, hugged my extra pillow, the one from 
home, and practiced mindlessness. I added a coat to my blanket.  I shivered. At 3am thunder growled, 
lightening flashed, rain pelted the patio and street and spattered the windows.  At 4am I heard the rus-
tling of coffee filters, the pouring of water into the coffee maker, the clink of cups, the rhythmic drip of 
coffee, a smoker's morning cough. Two men stood quietly with cups in their hands and watched the 
coffee maker.  
 Outside the rain continued, street lights shimmering on dark, wet streets.   
 I rose and joined David and the early risers.  The coffee moistened my throat, its warmth spreading 
to my belly.  I held the warm cup against my cheek. 
 At 4:15 the breakfast shift volunteers, Cathey and Wes, arrived.  Slowly people awakened.  Rain 
flooded the streets.  Wes and I stirred scrambled eggs in iron skillets. Cathey flipped pancakes. We 
warmed the precooked bacon, poured orange juice, set out milk.  
 "Do you have tongs for the bacon, Ma'am?" asked the young Army veteran. 
 "It'll be a hard day with this rain.  The library will be closed, and the mall," lamented one man. 
 "The buses won't be running."   
 "I've been wet before." 
 At 6am the guests would be escorted to a morning shelter nearby. 
 My husband arrived to help clean up.  I drove home, took a hot shower, and fell into our bed, with 
its Sterns and Foster mattress, down comforter and 600 count percale sheets.  I slept until noon. When 
I woke up and looked out our den's French doors, it was still raining. 
 It was Christmas Day. 
 
 

http://diiggings.blogspot.com/2015/12/room-in-inn-upstairs-downstairs.html 
Reprinted from blog with permission of Diane Simmons 

http://diiggings.blogspot.com/2015/12/room-in-inn-upstairs-downstairs.html


Page  5                                                                                                                             

 
Church and Community 

    THE MONDAY MORNING EDUCATION PROGRAM will present a winter session this  
    February.  Dr. Robert Haynes will facilitate four class discussions on four of our more notable 
     First Ladies: Martha Washington, Abigail Adams, Dolley Madison, and Rachel Jackson.   
    We will meet on Mondays at 10 AM in the Conference Room in February, beginning on  
    the 8th.  Please join us.  
 
 

NEW MEMBER RECEPTION Our latest New Member Reception will be a great opportunity for our entire 
congregation to meet our newest members, all while sharing in the Valentine fun.  Please join us for food and 
fellowship--plus crafts/activities for the children--after worship on Sunday, February 14. 
 

CHURCH CLEANUP DAY  On Saturday, February 13, we will have a church-wide  
cleanup day from 10am-2pm, and we are seeking volunteers to participate. Lunch will be  
served. Please sign up using the insert form available in Sunday bulletins or from the  
church office. On the day, bring some cleaning supplies – rags, cleaners, vacuum, etc.  
and we will split into teams and spread out around the building.  Call Bobby Rabold for  
more info at 270-791-7404. 
 

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER  It is that time of year again!  Fall Preschool Registration begins on 

Wednesday, February 24.  We will be offering classes for 3 yr olds, and 4 yr olds.  The student must turn the 
age of the class by August 1st. The 3’s will meet from 9-12 on either Mon/Wed or Tues/Thurs, and tuition is 
$115 per month. The 4’s will meet from 9-1:30 on either Mon/Wed or Tues/Thurs, and the tuition is $140 per 
month. The enrollment fee of $100 and the enrollment form must be turned in to the director to secure your 
spot. Tell your friends and neighbors… We have the best preschool in BG! Contact the director, Dana Patterson 
at plcdirector@bgpres.org if you have questions. 
 

 
 
 
 

  GORDONEERS will meet on Friday, February 12th in Fellowship Hall at 6:00pm.  
  Please note the time change. 
 
  THE NEXT MEALS, INC is Saturday, February 13th. We will need volunteers to sort food and to  

  deliver. If anyone is interested in volunteering for this Bowling Green community project please  
  contact Brianna Trickey at 270-847-8582 or bet_222@yahoo.com . 
 

     ART EXHIBIT Our current exhibit in Fellowship Hall began on January 15, and features 
     historical photographs of Bowling Green taken between 1913 and 1919. The photos are 
     from the collection of Bobby Rabold. This exhibit runs through March 17th. 
 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTEN DINNERS   
—Our Ash Wednesday congregational supper will be held at  
6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 10th.  The Ash  
Wednesday service will follow in the sanctuary at 6:45 p.m.   
 

—The following Wednesday evening dinners/services  
(Feb. 17- Mar.16) will start with supper at 5:15pm and the worship service at 6:05 p.m.   

mailto:plcdirector@bgpres.org
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Youth Ministry 

SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP will meet every Sunday beginning with the            
Junior High study 5-6pm, combined dinner and game time 6-7pm, High School Study 
7-8pm.  
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets every Wednesday 
at Spencer’s Coffeehouse (5-6:30pm).   This is a casual discussion group. 
 

 
                      UPCOMING EVENTS 
    
 SOUPER BOWL OF CARING SOUP/CHILI LUNCHEON 
 FEBRUARY 7. Our youth families will supply delicious 
 soups and chili after worship in Fellowship Hall. Cost is $5 
 per person. Proceeds will go to our church food pantry. 
 

 
2016 WINTER YOUTH RETREAT FEBRUARY 19-21 will hosted by First Presbyter-
ian of Murray. Cost is $30. We’ll leave from the church at 5pm on Friday, February 19 
and return around 3pm on Sunday, February 21. Deadline to register is Sunday,          
February 7.  
 
 

MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE 2016 - JULY  16-23.  “ A World of Difference”  
is the theme. Cost $350 with first deposits of $50 due on February 1. Subsequent pay-
ments of $100 are due March 1, April, and May 1. From the Planning Team: The 2016 
Montreat Planning Team hopes this conference, through the work of the Holy Spirit, 
will make a difference in your life. This conference strives to create a community of 
safe space, where you can gain a deeper understanding of God. It will allow you to ex-
plore differences and similarities together as well as make connections with neighbors 
near and far. As you prepare for this experience at Montreat, the team will be praying 
for you and your journey here.  David Muffett will be serving on the Theta Planning 
Team for weeks 3 & 4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on our youth and college ministries, contact David Muffett at 
 david.muffett@bgpres.org . 

mailto:david.muffett@bgpres.org
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Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred 
Higgins, Brad Howard, Julia Roberts, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry Warden, 
Denny Wedge.   Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim Fergu-
son, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan, Nathan Love, 
Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph, Janet Schwarzkopf,       
Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson.  

Financial Report 
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College Ministry 

  Our UKirk Worship Service, Sacred Space, begins at 8:15pm  
  every Wednesday in the Sanctuary or Chapel emphasizing the 
  beauty of our sacred worship spaces. The service is contemplative 
  in nature and lasts about 45 minutes.  We utilize the UWorship  
  resource developed by the UKirk Collegiate network. It follows the 

lectionary and is designed for a semester schedule.  The students will use Room 201 
for their meeting/fellowship space.  During the Lenten season, we’ll combine with the 
dinner and worship in Fellowship Hall at 5:15pm. 
 
  Theology Pub continues to meet 7pm every Thursday at  
  Mellow Mushroom.  Join us for free pizza and great discussion.  
 
                                    For more information on our youth and college ministries,  
                                        contact David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org . 
 

mailto:david.muffett@bgpres.org
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Presbyterian Women 

                  Profile—Bettye Brown    
Bettye Brown says “I’ve spent my whole life in this town, in this church.”   
It’s obvious she takes a great deal of pride in both places.  Bettye traces her  
family’s arrival in Bowling Green back 6 or 7 generations to Jane Barclay, “a great, 
great…grandmother. I’m not sure how many greats! ” These ancestors on her  
mother’s side came from Virginia in the early 1800’s. The Presbyterian Church was 
founded in 1819 and was located in the Pioneer Cemetery. The church was  
relocated to its current site in 1833.  James Rumsey Skiles, an ancestor of Bettye’s, 
bought the lot on which it was built and donated it to the church.  The church was 
finished and occupied in 1837.  The half window to the left of the pulpit as you look 
forward from the congregation — the odd one above the double doors into the hall 
— was given to the church in Skiles’ memory. 
     Bettye’s father, Wallace Dickey, was born in Bowling Green in 1897 and grew up attending The Presbyterian 
Church.  Bettye’s mother, Margaret Mitchell, was also a native of Bowling Green, but she and her family wor-
shipped down the street at the Methodist Church.  Wallace and Margaret met and married after a very short 
courtship.  This was in 1930, in Glasgow, KY, where he was working.  Bettye was the middle child born into the 
Dickey family: Robert (Bob), Bettye, and Mary Ann.  They grew up in town in the house that now hous-
es Brickyard.  Bettye remembers how much smaller Bowling Green was then compared to what it is now. She 
says “We walked everywhere. The library was just across the street where the Armory is now.  We spent many 
hours there. I walked to elementary school, junior high, and high school.  Then, I just walked up the hill to West-
ern.” 
     Wallace Dickey’s family had always been Presbyterian, so he and Margaret attended The Presbyterian 
Church and raised their children there.  The family went to Sunday School and church on Sunday and to any 
other church-related activities throughout the week.  “That was a part of our lives for as long as I can remember, 
and it still is,” recalls Bettye. She describes the large basement room of the church called the Assembly Hall. It 
was used all the time for various activities in Bowling Green not always related to church.  During the Civil War, 
Mr. Smoot, the minister at the time, begged the occupying forces not to destroy the church but to use it in-
stead.  It was used as a hospital until the end of the war.  At one time it was a Girls’ School.  Bettye remembers 
that since it was the largest assembly site closest to downtown, it was used for “everything.”  It was a crippled 
children’s clinic where doctors from Louisville came to treat children, and it was the meeting place for the Lion’s 
Club’s Pancake Breakfast that continues to this day. Various women’s groups used the meeting place and actu-
ally had fundraisers that helped pay the church’s debts. 
     Bettye thinks that the sanctuary of TPC was much darker then than it is today.  One day, some of the ladies 
“brightened it up “by painting it white while the minister was away.  Also, when the minister had to be away on 
Sunday, there were several ministers to fill in, and if none of them were around, then some of the men who were 
members would fill in.  “They did a good job,” she says, “and the congregation was usually full.”  
     Bettye’s father died when she was in the ninth grade.  Mary Ann was in the sixth, and Bob was at Cen-
tre.  Bob came back home and went to Western for one year, but his mother insisted that he return to Centre to 
graduate even though it presented a financial hardship for the family.  Bettye was influenced early on by an aunt 
who impressed her with tales of all the wonderful activities available to Home Economics majors, so it was easy 
for Bettye to choose a major and a career. She graduated from Western and taught in Butler County for 2 1/2 
years and at Allen County for 8 years.   
     It was in Allen County where Bettye met a young man who was teaching art and English.  He later left and 
became a “roving art teacher “for the Bowling Green City Schools.  Bettye stayed on in Allen County, but she 
married that nice young art teacher in 1966.  They are still married, Bettye and Joel Brown, and each made big 
differences in the education of area students.  After leaving Allen County in 1968, Bettye took a position in Home 
Economics at High Street Elementary School.  One year later she went to Bowling Green High  
School and taught in the last year that the “old” BGHS building was a high school.  The existing  
Bowling Green High School opened in 1970.  Bettye was in the first group of teachers to teach at  
BGHS on Rockingham Lane.  She continued there until she retired in 1996.  Joel Brown was  
Superintendent of Bowling Green City Schools from 1977 - 1995. 
     Not only did Bettye help guide 1000’s of students through their high school years as a  
teacher, but she also made a positive impact on them outside the classroom.  Bettye was  
                                                                                                (continued next page) 
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Session Report 

The Session met for its regular January meeting on January 19, 2016 in the Church conference room. 
  

Three items highlighted the meeting. 

  

—We welcomed Leslee Kirkconnell as our incoming Director of Christian Education. 

  

—In the report from our consultants, The Center for Healthy Churches, it was recommended that a  
Discernment Team be formed discern the future of Matthew’s relationship with the Church and make 
recommendations to the Session.  The team was established and commissioned by the Congregation 
on September 20, 2015..  Over the course of its work, the members met with our Pastor, members of 
the Congregation, members of the staff, and consultants.  It reported to the Session at the meeting 
with 3 recommendations:  

  

1.   That the consensus of the Discernment Team is that Dr. Covington is the right pastor for the  
 Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green and that he continues in service to this congregation.   
2.   That a Pastoral Care Committee must be established.  The formal conduit between church and  
 pastor is weak.  The enactment of this group is the most important action item to be undertaken.  
 3.  That the church have a “Re-dedication Celebration” that confirms Dr. Covington’s call to the  
 church, the church’s call to Dr. Covington, and most importantly, the members’ call to each other. 
 These recommendations were fully considered, after which, the Session adopted the   
 recommendations in full. 
 

—The Session then decided to form a Pastoral Care Committee per the recommendation with the  
number of members and appointments be determined at the next Session meeting in order to give  
time for consideration of the mission and scope and the receiving of recommendations of member-
ship.  Both actions were unanimous. 

   

Finally, the Finance Committee presented a balanced budget for 2016 to the Session, with the  
unanimous recommendation that it be adopted and after discussion, the budget was adopted. 

  

The recommendations of the Discernment Team and the 2016 budget will be presented to the  
Congregation at a special called meeting on Sunday, January 30, 2016. 
  
James D. Harris, Jr. 
Clerk of Session 

very active in District, Regional, State, and National Home Economics organizations. She held the offices  
of Treasurer, Secretary, President, and Convention Chair at various times until her retirement in 1996. After  
retirement, she continued to serve from 1997-2013 as Executive Director of National Home Economics Teachers 
of America, an organization of some 6000+ members.  Bettye is still a voice for vocational education, ALL voca-
tional ed programs.  At least once a year she is a representative to the National Legislature in Washington, DC.  
“It is crucial,” she believes, “to keep these programs available to the students in order to recognize and enhance 
the talents of so many young people.” Bettye has chaired the Bowling Green High School Alumni Association 
Outstanding Alumni Committee since its beginning in 1996 to present. 
     Bettye brings the same enthusiasm and passion to her many activities at The Presbyterian Church as she did 
in her career as an educator. From childhood on, she has served TPC: Sunday School, church, choir member, 
Circle 6 — which was also her mother’s circle — Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team Moderator 1994-1996 
and Treasurer 1997-2015.  The beautiful needlepoint on the back of the minister’s chair in the pulpit was done by 
Bettye and her sister in memory of their mother.  Also, she has baked the communion bread for “years and 
years.”  Bettye concludes:  “The church has always meant so much to me, and I think that now, in this time in our 
country, our world, it is more important than ever for us to have a strong basis of faith.  We need each other and 
we need our church.” 
 

                                                                                                        Submitted by Nancy Moore 
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February Birthdays 

February 2 

 Patricia Mercer 

February 3 

 Sarah Glenn Grise 

February 4 

 Linda Flynn 

 Janet Schwarzkopf 

February 5 

 Lisa Murphy 

February 7 

 Ava Elliott 

 Todd Willian 

February 8 

 Jayne Freeman 

 Beth Pope 

 Lisa Ramsing 

February 9 

 Glen Williams 

February 10 

 Roy Beard 

 Ken Meredith II 

February 12 

 Georgeanna Capito 

 Jim Harris 

 Larry Pack 

February 13 

 Jim Croxton 

 

 

 

February 14 

 Joan Pearson 

February 15 

 Ken Royse 

 Dorothy Willoughby 

February 16 

 Ward Begley 

 Barbara English 

February 17 

 Kent Furlong 

February 19 

 Caroline Spencer 

February 20 

 Mark Bigler 

 Jacob Ellington 

 Quinn Ellington 

February 21 

 Dirichi Njoku 

February 22 

 Brianna Trickey 

 Stefan Trickey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 23 

 Arnie Petrus 

February 24 

 Winkie Huddleston 

 Eagan Webb 

February 26 

 Craig Heller 

February 27 

 Kelly Goad 

February 28 

 Merrilyn Calhoun 

 Sally Calkins 

February 29 

 Carol Wedge 
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February Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

11:00am 
Circle 3 
 

2 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 

3 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
8:15pm UKirk 
  

4 

6:00pm RITI 
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

5 

10:00am PLC 

event in FH 
10:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 
  

6 

8:00am PEO in 

FH 
(Sheila) 

7 

9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Fellowship 
and Souper Bowl 

lunch 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 

8 

10:00am MM 

Educ. 
11:30am  

Circle 9 
  

9 

Lions’ Club  

Pancake Day 
11:00am Special 

Care 
7:00pm Evening 

Circle 
7:00pm Camera 

Club 

10    Ash Wednesday 

 
9:15am Wed Morn 

Circle 
9:30am Circle 6 
5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
6:00pm Dinner 
6:45pm Worship 
  
  

11 

6:00pm RITI 
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

12 

10:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 
6:00pm  

Gordoneers 
(time change) 

13 

Saturday Meals 
  
10:00am Clean 

Up Day 
  

14 9:00am  

Children’s Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
9:45am Sunday  

Circle 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Fellowship 

and New Member 

reception 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 

15 

10:00am MM 

Educ. 
 
  

16 

11:00am Special 

Care 
11:00am Finance 

Min 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
7:00pm Session 
  

17 

11:00am Circle 4 
5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
5:15pm Lent Dinner 
6:05pm Worship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  
  

18 

6:00pm RITI 
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

19 

10:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 
  

20 
  

21 

9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Fellowship 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 

22 

10:00am MM 

Educ. 
 
  

23 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
7:00pm Missions 
  

24 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
5:15pm Lent Dinner 
6:05pm Worship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

25 

6:00pm RITI 
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

26 

10:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 
  

27 
  

28 

9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Fellowship 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 

29 

10:00am MM 

Educ. 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington           Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                            Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                      Director of Christian Education 

Wayne Pope                                               Choir Director 

David Muffett                               Director of Youth Ministries 

                                                                  Property Administration 

Richard Barefoot          Financial Administrator 

Steve Moore                                   Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                           Secretary 

Jim Harris                                                             Clerk of Session 

Dana Patterson               Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                               Custodian 

Michael Spencer                              Sunday Sexton 

Ellie Osborne                                                       Children’s Music 

Abby Potter                          College Intern 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

February 15 is the deadline for the March 2016 

newsletter. Please send your information to the church 

office at info@bgpres.org 

February 2016 


